The authors tested the acculturation gap-distress hypothesis by examining whether parentadolescent acculturation gaps were associated with greater conflict and youth conduct problems among 260 high-risk Mexican American families. The authors operationalized acculturation gaps in 2 ways: parent-youth mismatches in acculturation style, and parentyouth discrepancies in acculturation toward both mainstream and heritage cultures. Acculturation gaps were common, but results of hierarchical regression analyses indicated that parent-youth discrepancies in acculturation toward mainstream and heritage cultures were not related to increased conflict or youth conduct problems. Conduct problems were no higher in families in which the adolescent was more aligned with mainstream culture than the parent. Unexpectedly, the authors found more youth conduct problems in families in which the youth was more aligned with traditional culture than the parent. The results call into question the assumption that the more rapid acculturation of adolescents to American culture inevitably leads to distress in minority families.
as parents attempt to restrict the child's acculturation, provoking the child to further reject the parental culture in favor of the host culture (Santisteban et al., 1996; Szapocznik, Santisteban, Kurtines, Ferez-Vidai, & Hervis, 1984) .
These intergenerational rifts have been called acculturation gaps and have been implicated as risk factors for youth maladjustment in the two largest and fastest growing immigrant groups, Hispanic Americans (Szapocznik & Kurtines, 1993) and Asian Americans (Lee, Choe, Kim, & Ngo, 2000; Ying, 1999) . These groups have been characterized as sharing allocentric values that give rise to parental expectations for children to observe traditional family structures and submit to parental authority with limited individual autonomy (Fuligni, 1998) . These are prime examples of parental views that may clash with the sensibilities of rapidly acculturating youth in the U.S. Research indicates that intergenerational differences in values held by parents and adolescents are more pronounced with increased time in the U.S. (Phinney, Ong, & Madden, 2000) .
The acculturation gap-distress hypothesis can be stated as follows: the clash of values and preferences arising from these intergenerational acculturation gaps leads to family conflict, which in turn results in youth maladjustment (Lee et al., 2000) . Although the development of acculturation related conflicts may be normative in immigrant families (Sluzki, 1979) , investigators have argued that the failure to resolve these differences can result in youth behavioral problems (Vega, Khoury, Zimmerman, Gil, & Warheit 1995) , low self-esteem (Gil, Vega, & Dimas, 1994) , and conduct disorder (Szapocznik et al., 1984) . Thus, elevated parent-youth conflict is the proposed mechanism of action in the acculturation gap-distress link.
A bidimensional approach to acculturation can be invoked to generate predictions about parent-child acculturation gaps. Berry and colleagues have identified modes of acculturation that take into account one's level of immersion in both the host culture and the native culture (Berry, Kim, Minde, & Mock, 1987) . Integration is characterized by adopting the values, beliefs and behaviors of the host culture while retaining those aspects of the native culture. Separation involves retaining the native culture while resisting adaptation to the host culture. The opposite pattern is called assimilation. Finally, individuals who affiliate with neither culture are described as marginalized.
From the acculturation gap-distress hypothesis, it would follow that a match between the parent and child in mode of acculturation would be associated with a low risk of family conflict and associated youth problems. Mismatches in acculturation mode would yield conflict and resultant conduct problems, especially when the child is more aligned with the host culture than the parent (e.g., assimilated child, separated parent). Acculturation gaps may also be examined by considering each dimension of acculturation separately. As it is typically formulated, the acculturation gap-distress hypothesis does not elucidate the relative importance of intergenerational gaps with respect to adherence to mainstream culture versus gaps in adherence to native culture. But one might ask: In the interest of family adjustment, is it more important for the parent and child to see eye-to-eye on mainstream cultural values or to have a shared commitment to native cultural norms? This question has not yet been addressed, but its answer holds both practical and theoretical importance. In the current study, we construe acculturation gaps in multiple ways that address these important distinctions.
It is important to note that the contention that parentchild acculturation gaps increase the risk for family and youth problems is largely based on anecdote (Sluzki, 1979) and clinical observations of immigrant families presenting with youth behavioral problems. Szapocznik and colleagues (1984) state that "based on early acculturation clinical research, it was assumed [emphasis added] that one contributing source of the behavior disorders and family disruption found in some Cuban immigrant families was the development of marked intergenerational differences in behavioral acculturation within the traditional closely knit nuclear family." If the base rate of acculturation gaps is high among acculturating families, then it may not be surprising that Hispanic families arriving for treatment describe acculturation gaps and conflicts. To accurately assess the risks for immigrant families, it is vital to empirically examine the association between intergenerational acculturation gaps and youth behavioral problems.
Some empirical evidence has provided indirect and inconclusive support for the acculturation gap-distress hypothesis. Intergenerational conflict has been associated with perceived discrepancies in parent and youth acculturation and cultural values among Asian American college students (Lee et al., 2000) and Vietnamese Australian adolescent girls (Rosenthal, Ranieri, & Klimidis, 1996) . However, without independent parent report data on parental acculturation and values and with no data bearing on the distress related to these conflicts, these findings provide only limited support for the acculturation gap-distress hypothesis.
Some empirical data have actually provided disconfirmatory evidence for the acculturation gap-distress hypothesis. For example, Gil, Vega, and Dimas (1994) found that Hispanic youth's perceptions of intergenerational acculturation gaps were associated with increased acculturation related conflicts with parents, but these conflicts were not related to youth self-esteem. Similarly, Vega and colleagues (1995) found that neither parental acculturation nor youth reported acculturation conflicts were related to parent or teacher ratings of youth behavior problems.
In fact, recent research has illustrated the resilience of children in immigrant families in negotiating the demands of family ethnic culture and mainstream culture. In his diverse sample, Fuligni (1998) found that levels of parentadolescent conflict were not related to ethnic background or generational status despite notable ethnic differences in cultural beliefs and values regarding authority and autonomy. Fuligni and colleagues (Fuligni & Pedersen, 2002; Fuligni, Yip, & Tseng, 2002) have concluded that immigrant and minority youth appear to artfully balance the demands of mainstream society with cultural obligations to their families while suffering little apparent distress.
On the other hand, one recent study has documented direct evidence for the acculturation gap-distress hypothe-sis. In their sample of Asian Indian families, Farver, Narang, and Bhadha (2002) found that mismatches in parent and youth acculturation style were associated with greater perceived conflict, lower self-esteem, and higher anxiety in adolescents. However, the limited power afforded by their sample size precluded a detailed analysis of the impact of different types of acculturation gaps. The acculturation gapdistress hypothesis suggests that differences in acculturation are problematic when the youngster is more aligned with the host culture compared with the parent. As such, a test of this hypothesis should differentiate these problematic types of acculturation gaps from other types of mismatches.
In the current study, we sought to extend the literature by subjecting two tenets of the acculturation gap-distress hypothesis to empirical test with Mexican American families. First, we tested the assumption of negative developmental outcomes of acculturation gaps by examining the association between the various types of parent-youth acculturation gaps and youth conduct problems. We construed acculturation gaps categorically (mismatches in acculturation modes) and dimensionally (discrepancies in acculturation to host culture and discrepancies in acculturation to native culture).
We selected youth conduct problems as the outcome because of the clinical literature implicating acculturation gaps in the etiology of disruptive behavior in Hispanic families (e.g., Szapocznik et al., 1984 ). Second, we tested the notion that heightened family discord was the mediator of the acculturation gap-youth distress link. We examined these questions in a longitudinal study of high-risk Mexican American youth between 12 and 17 years of age. During this period, conflict may arise as cultural and generational differences become more salient as youngsters undergo processes of identity development and autonomy seeking.
Method

Participants
This study involved a subsample of participants drawn from a large survey called the Patterns of Youth Mental Health Care in Public Service Systems (Patterns of Care; POC). The POC study drew a stratified random sample of 1,715 youth (aged 6 -17) who were active in one or more of the following public service sectors during the latter half of the 1996 -1997 fiscal year in a large, metropolitan area: alcohol or drugs, child welfare, juvenile justice, mental health, and public school services for youth with serious emotional disturbance. (See Garland et al., 2000 , for complete sampling information.) For the current study, we limited the sample to Mexican American adolescents who were 12-17 years of age and living with their primary caregiver at the baseline interview, which resulted in 265 eligible youth. Finally, we had complete data for all study variables from the baseline and follow-up interviews for 260 (98.1%) of the eligible youth. Therefore, in the current subsample, there was very little data loss due to attrition or incomplete data.
The sample included 174 boys and 86 girls, with a mean age of 15.8 years (SD ϭ 1.72) at baseline and 17.9 years (SD ϭ 1.70) at follow-up (range ϭ 14 -21 years). The mean age of the parents in the sample was 42.4 years (SD ϭ 8.16) at baseline, and they were primarily female (93.8%). The great majority of primary caregiver respondents (hereafter referred to as parents) were biological parents (88.5%) with some step-parents (2.7%) and other blood relatives (8.6%). In our sample, 44% of parents were married, 25.9% were separated or divorced, 12% were never married, and 7.7% were widowed. Also, 56% of parents had not completed high school, 30.9% had a general equivalency or high school diploma, 12.4% had some college or vocational degree. Median family income was in the range of $13,000 -$13,999 annually. The parents in this study were primarily immigrants, with 61.9% being foreign-born. Among the immigrant parents, the average length of residence in the U.S. was 23.0 years (SD ϭ 9.70). As such, most of the adolescents (86.2%) were U.S. born.
Procedure
Parent and youth interviews included assessment of demographics, acculturation, emotional or behavioral problems, and family functioning. Institutional review boards at three universities, one hospital, and one county health and human services agency approved and monitored the study. Recruitment procedures were as follows: The current caregiver or parent was first contacted by mail, followed by a telephone call 1 week later to explain the study according to scripted guidelines and to schedule interviews for those interested in participation. If a family could not be reached by telephone, an in-person contact was then attempted. Study purpose and procedures were again explained by the interviewer at the in-person baseline and 2-year follow-up interviews. All measures used for the specific study described here were taken at the time of baseline interview with the exception of the youth conduct problem measure, which was taken at the time of 2-year follow-up. Separate parent and youth interviews were conducted after informed written consent was obtained from the parent and informed written assent was obtained from the youth. Interviewers were nonclinicians with at least a bachelor's degree who completed approximately 100 hr of training on the administration of structured interviews, the study instruments, and cultural competence. Most interviews (87%) were conducted in the participants' home. Overall, most of the parent interviews were conducted in English, with 39.1% of parents being interviewed in Spanish. All youth interviews were conducted in English. Parents received $40 and youth received $10 to $40 depending on age for their participation at each time point.
Measures
Acculturation. The Pan-Acculturation Scale (PAN; Soriano & Hough, 2000) was administered to both parents and adolescents to assess acculturation. The construction of the PAN is based on a bidimensional model of acculturation reflecting both affiliation with the dominant American culture and one's traditional native culture. Item content is similar to previous measures of acculturation that tap preferences in language use, values and beliefs, social environment, ethnic identity, and cultural traditions and practices (see e.g., Cuellar, Harris, & Jasso, 1980) . Respondents are presented with a set of 16 items and are asked to indicate whether their preferences reflect an affinity with American culture. The same item set is presented a second time, and respondents are asked whether their preferences reflect an affinity to an alternate or traditional culture. The PAN yields two subscales: American Culture Affinity (ACA) and Traditional Cultural Affinity (TCA). In the current sample, the scales were internally consistent (TCA, ␣ ϭ .90; ACA, ␣ ϭ .91). Evidence of concurrent validity was available from a subset of the Latino youth from the POC sample, indicating that the TCA subscale was correlated with the Multi-group Ethnic Identity Measure (MEIM; Phinney, 1992 ; r ϭ .36, p Ͻ .05, n ϭ 82). Moreover, non-English language use was negatively associated with ACA (r ϭ Ϫ.41, p Ͻ .01, n ϭ 82) and positively associated with TCA (r ϭ .45, p Ͻ .01, n ϭ 82).
Categorical acculturation gaps. Scoring protocol for the PAN yields a categorical variable with four levels indicating acculturation mode: (a) integrated-endorsing over 50% of the ACA items and TCA items, (b) assimilated-endorsing over 50% of the ACA and less than 50% of the TCA items, (c) separated-endorsing less than 50% of the ACA and more than 50% of the TCA items, or (d) marginalized-endorsing less than 50% of the ACA and TCA items. Initial support for the construct validity of these classifications is provided by data suggesting that marginalized parents in the current sample had the highest depression scores, F(3, 330) ϭ 2.99, p ϭ .03, and the lowest social support scores, F(3, 330) ϭ 2.85, p ϭ .04.
From the acculturation gap-distress hypothesis, it would follow that mismatches in acculturation would be most problematic when the child is more aligned with the host culture than is the parent (e.g., child is assimilated and parent is separated), whereas more benign mismatches would occur when the child values adherence to the native culture to a greater extent than the parent (e.g., child is separated and parent is integrated). In addition, we created a separate risk classification of dyads in which either the parent or the child was marginalized (regardless of match), given the major adjustment difficulties associated with this mode in the literature (e.g., Ying, 1995) . These types of acculturation mismatches were contrasted with dyads in which parent and adolescent matched in acculturation mode.
Dimensional acculturation discrepancies. In addition to the categorical approach to acculturation gaps, we generated two additional indices of acculturation gaps by computing generalized distance scores between youth and parent scores on the two separate PAN scales tapping acculturation to U.S. culture (ACA) and affiliation with the native culture (TCA). We included these continuous measures to examine the possibility that dissonant levels of acculturation to mainstream American culture (ACA discrepancy scores) and dissonant levels of acculturation to heritage Mexican culture (TCA discrepancy scores) would relate to increased youth problems and family conflict.
Youth functioning at baseline. Parents reported on the Columbia Impairment Scale (CIS; Bird et al., 1996) , a 13-item scale that reliably assesses the extent to which a child experiences functional impairment over the previous 6 months. Using a 5-point scale, parents were asked to rate the extent to which each functional impairment item was a problem for their child. Higher scores on the CIS reflect greater impairment. The internal consistency of the CIS in the current sample was adequate (␣ ϭ .89). In this longitudinal study, youth functioning at baseline was controlled when examining predictors of conduct problems at follow-up.
Youth perceptions of intergenerational conflict. Five items from two youth report measures were used to assess youth perceptions of conflict with their parents. Youth reports were obtained on the CIS described above, and two items were used as indicators of intergenerational conflict. These items assessed the extent to which the youth felt they had difficulties getting along with their parents. In addition, youth reported on the Childhood Trauma Questionnaire-Short Form (CTQ; Bernstein & Fink, 1998) . Youth responded to 34 statements about family experiences using a 5-point Likert scale (0 ϭ never true to 4 ϭ very often true). Three CTQ items were used as indicators of parent-youth conflict; these items indicated the extent to which the youth was insulted, was hurt by things that were said, and felt hated by parents. The internal consistency of this five variable composite was adequate (␣ ϭ .64).
Conduct problems at 2-year follow-up. The parent and youth versions of the Diagnostic Interview Schedule for Children-IV (DISC-IV; Shaffer, Fisher, Lucas, Dulcan, & Schwab-Stone, 2000) were administered to assess for the presence of Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (4th ed.) psychiatric diagnoses in the past year. The reliability and validity of the DISC is well supported (Shaffer et al., 2000) . The disruptive behavior disorder module was administered to both informants, and the current study uses criteria symptom counts for conduct disorder and oppositional defiant disorder as the main dependent variable. For the current study, DISC-IV data were used from the 2-year follow-up interview. To combine the parent and youth data, we considered a symptom present when either the parent or the youth endorsed it.
Translation. For the parent interviews, established Spanish translations were available for the CIS (Bird et al., 1996) and the DISC-IV (Bravo, Woodbury-Farina, Canino, & Rubio-Stipec, 1993) . The PAN was translated into Spanish by an expert translator, a member of the American Translators Association with over 10 years of experience in behavioral health research. These translations were reviewed for accuracy and readability by a second native speaker translator with behavioral research training. All final translations were reconciled collaboratively by both native speaker translators.
Data Analysis
Hierarchical multiple regression analyses were conducted to evaluate the hypothesis that parent-child acculturation gaps at baseline would be associated with increased conduct disorder symptoms at 2-year follow-up, and that this association was mediated by increased parent-youth conflict. Two regression models were run using the two different operational definitions of intergenerational acculturation gaps (pattern of match or mismatch in acculturation modes and generalized distance scores between acculturation scale scores) with conduct disorder symptoms at follow-up as the dependent variable. In the first step of each model, baseline covariates were entered including child age, gender, family income, and baseline functional impairment. In the second step of each model, the acculturation gap indices were entered (dummy variables indicating acculturation mismatch vs. match, or generalized distance scores). Finally, in the third step of the model, the variable assessing youth perceptions of parent-youth conflict was entered. In addition, in order to fully evaluate the mediational hypothesis (Baron & Kenny, 1986) , we ran regression models using the same covariates to determine whether acculturation gaps were associated with youth perceptions of parent-youth conflict. The acculturation gap-distress hypothesis would be fully supported if acculturation gaps were associated with more conduct disorder symptoms at follow-up, and this association was explained by increased parent-youth conflict. Partial support for the hypothesis would be evidenced by acculturation gaps being associated with either more parent-youth conflict or more conduct problems at follow-up.
Results
Parent and Youth Acculturation
Acculturation modes. Table 1 shows the crosstabulation of parent and youth acculturation modes and the classification of acculturation match versus mismatch risk groups. Among the youth, 99 (38.1%) were integrated, 69 (26.5%) were assimilated, 77 (29.6%) were separated, and 15 (5.8%) were marginalized. Among the parents, 76 (29.2%) were integrated, 66 (25.4%) were assimilated, 110 (42.3%) were separated, and 8 (3.1%) were marginalized. In terms of the categorical acculturation gap operational definition, 108 (41.5%) dyads were classified as matched on acculturation, 54 (20.8%) were benign mismatches, 77 (29.6%) were problematic mismatches, and 27 (10.4%) were at risk by virtue of either parent or youth marginalized status.
Acculturation scale scores. Scores on the PAN ACA and TCA subscales were also examined for parents and youth. Paired t tests on the ACA scale indicated no significant difference between parents (M ϭ 4.57, SD ϭ 5.70) and youth (M ϭ 4.80, SD ϭ 4.84) on acculturation to American culture. However, parents (M ϭ 6.09, SD ϭ 5.62) reported higher levels of acculturation to traditional culture on the TCA scale than did youth (M ϭ 4.54, SD ϭ 4.19), t(259) ϭ 4.09, p Ͻ .001. Table 2 displays the bivariate correlations between the TCA and ACA scores for parents and youth and their intercorrelations with the two dependent variables of interest, conflict and conduct problems. Acculturation toward traditional culture was negatively associated with acculturation to American culture for both parents (r ϭ Ϫ.68, p Ͻ .001) and adolescents (r ϭ Ϫ.59, p Ͻ .001). Parent acculturation with American culture was positively correlated with youth acculturation to American culture (r ϭ .42, p Ͻ .001). Likewise, parent and adolescent levels of acculturation to traditional culture were positively correlated (r ϭ .25, p Ͻ .001).
Acculturation Gaps and Conduct Symptoms at Follow-Up
Acculturation match. Hierarchical multiple regression analyses were conducted to determine whether the acculturation match variables were related to conduct problems at follow-up. Table 3 displays the results of each step of the hierarchical model. Results of the final model indicated that the covariate of youth impairment at baseline (␤ ϭ .20, p ϭ .003) was associated with greater conduct problems at follow-up. In addition, compared with youth who matched their parents on acculturation mode, youth in dyads in which either member was marginalized (␤ ϭ .23, p ϭ .001) and youth in benign mismatches in which the parent was more acculturated than the child (␤ ϭ .16, p ϭ .03) had more conduct problems at follow-up. However, youth with problematic mismatches in acculturation were not significantly different from youth who matched their parents in acculturation mode. Although youth perception of intergenerational conflict (␤ ϭ .15, p ϭ .03) was a significant predictor of later youth conduct problems, the effects of the acculturation match variables were not diminished when this variable was entered. Thus, no support for the mediational hypothesis was noted.
Acculturation discrepancy. Additional hierarchical multiple regression analyses were conducted to determine whether discrepancies in level of acculturation were related to conduct problems at follow-up. 1 Table 4 displays the results of each step of the hierarchical model. Consistent with the previous findings, the final model indicated that the covariate of youth impairment at baseline (␤ ϭ .26, p ϭ .002) was associated with greater conduct problems at follow-up. However, neither ACA discrepancy scores nor TCA discrepancy scores in parent-youth dyads were related to youth conduct problems in the second step of the model. Consistent with the first regression model, youth perception of intergenerational conflict (␤ ϭ .14, p ϭ .04) was significantly associated with later youth conduct problems.
Acculturation Gaps and Youth Perception of Intergenerational Conflict
Although support was not found for the mediational hypothesis, we conducted additional regression models to determine if acculturation match and discrepancy variables were related to youth perception of intergenerational conflict. Evidence of this relation would itself provide partial support of the mechanism of action tenet of the acculturation gap-distress hypothesis. However, none of the acculturation match variables or the discrepancy score variables were associated with youth perceptions of parent-youth conflict. Only female gender (␤ ϭ .14, p ϭ .02) and youth impairment at baseline (␤ ϭ .37, p Ͻ .001) were associated with youth perceptions of intergenerational conflict.
Discussion
Despite examining multiple definitions of acculturation gaps, our results failed to provide even partial support for the acculturation gap-distress hypothesis in our sample of high-risk Mexican American families. Our analysis indicated that intergenerational acculturation discrepancies were unrelated to youth conduct problems and perceived conflict. Neither intergenerational differences in acculturation toward mainstream culture nor differences in affiliation with traditional culture were related to youth problems and family distress. This null finding occurred despite having adequate power to detect even small effects in our analyses.
2 Furthermore, mismatches in acculturation were not related to youth problems in the ways specified by the previous literature. There was no evidence of poorer outcomes in families with problematic mismatches in which adolescents were more acculturated to mainstream culture than their parents. Instead, it was the so-called benign mismatches that were associated with more youth conduct difficulties. When parents were more aligned with American culture than their children, youth had more problems with oppositionality, aggression, destructiveness, and other antisocial behavior. In addition, when either the parent or the youngster was marginalized (affiliated with neither American nor traditional culture), the youth was at greater risk of conduct problems. Finally, because acculturation gaps were not associated with parent-adolescent conflict, there was no support for the purported mechanism of the acculturation gapdistress link.
Despite prevailing beliefs about the importance of intergenerational acculturation gaps, it is important to note that our findings are consistent with some previous empirical research in this area with Hispanic youth (Gil et al., 1994; Vega et al., 1995) . However, our results diverge from the one recent study which used the most similar methods with Asian Indian youth (Farver et al., 2002) . Our findings provide support for the notion that the acculturation gapdistress hypothesis may be overstated. We agree that acculturation gaps are a common issue in immigrant and 1 We thought it was possible that the use of generalized distance scores (D 2 ) may have obscured the nature of acculturation discrepancies by eliminating the direction of the parent-youth score differential. Therefore, we conducted the same analyses using raw difference scores. The results of this analysis also indicated no significant effects of ACA and TCA discrepancies on youth conduct problems and perceived conflict.
2 Given our sample size (N ϭ 260) and the variance explained by the covariates in Step 1 of the model, we had power of .74 to detect a change in R 2 of .03, .84 to detect a change in R 2 of .04, and .93 power to detect a change in R 2 of .05 in the second step of the model. Power was not likely attenuated by reliability of our TCA and ACA measures, which had excellent internal consistency (␣ ϭ .91 and .90, respectively). acculturating families. However, this state of affairs is not necessarily a harbinger of family dysfunction or child maladjustment. Problematic mismatches were common in our sample (representing almost one third of families) but were not associated with distress. Instead, youth problems were evident in cases in which either the parent or child was marginalized. This is consistent with previous reports that marginalized status is associated with feelings of alienation, depression, and a variety of reductions in health status. It stands to reason that marginalization of either the parent or the youth would compromise the adjustment of the youngster.
It is, however, more difficult to interpret our finding of greater risk among our benign mismatch group. These parent-youth dyads were characterized by a parent who is more aligned with American culture than the child. These conditions are essentially the opposite of those described by the acculturation gap-distress hypothesis, which implicates greater youth acculturation toward dominant culture as a source of conflict in families. Yet it is possible to imagine how this pattern could result in poor outcomes. One explanation might involve erosion of protective parenting practices. Traditionally, Hispanic families are allocentric and hierarchical with high levels of parental involvement, investment, and control (Harwood, Leyendecker, Carlson, Asencio, & Miller, 2002; Leyendecker, Harwood, Lamb, & Schoelmerich, 2002; McLoyd, Cauce, Takeuchi, & Wilson, 2000) . With greater acculturation toward U.S. norms, parents may adopt a more individualistic approach providing youth with more autonomy and less strict discipline and monitoring. Low parental monitoring has been associated with increased youth conduct problems across ethnic groups (e.g., Bird et al., 2001) , and these conditions may not meet the needs and expectations of more traditional youth. However, this post hoc explanation is speculative and replication is needed to determine if this less typical type of acculturation gap is robustly related to youth maladjustment.
The results of the study should be interpreted in light of some study limitations. First, we focused on youth conduct problems as the major dependent variable of interest because of previous literature suggesting that parent-child acculturation gaps were pivotal in the etiology of these symptoms in Hispanic American families (e.g., Szapocznik et al., 1984 Szapocznik et al., , 1989 . However, Farver et al. (2002) showed evidence of the costs of intergenerational acculturation gaps in terms of youth internalizing problems. Further study should evaluate the effects of acculturation gaps on a more comprehensive set of developmental outcomes.
Second, our sample reflected a specific group of minority families, namely Mexican American high-risk families with a relatively long length of residence in the U.S. Our sample represented families of immigrant stock in which the majority of youth were U.S. born and not immigrants, and many of the parents were also U.S. born. Sixty-two percent of our youth were first or second generation, this proportion is not much lower than recent national estimates of the Mexican American population which indicate that 70% are first or second generation (Rumbaut, in press ). Given the composition of our sample, our conclusions must be tempered because it may be that the acculturation gap-distress link operates to a greater extent in recent immigrant populations or in other ethnic groups. Acculturation gaps may be differentially related to youth distress as a function of race or ethnicity, socioeconomic status, family education level, or generational status. Indeed, different generational cohorts defined by life stage at immigration among first generation, and by parental nativity among the U.S.-born, tend to achieve different levels of adaptation and functioning (Rumbaut, in press ). Furthermore, it would be important to examine culturally specific values within immigrant family cultures that may provide different content and contexts for acculturation gaps. For example, the values of familismo in Hispanic families and filial piety in families of Asian descent are central in understanding intergenerational relationships in these groups and may have important associations with risk of adolescent behavior problems. Future research should clarify how these cultural themes contextualize the process of dissonant acculturation.
Third, although we made some advances in conceptualizing intergenerational acculturation gaps, some methodological concerns remain regarding their measurement. First, there is growing debate about the validity and utility of the fourfold typology of acculturation modes (Del Pilar & Udasco, 2004; Rudmin, 2003) on which the categorical indicators of acculturation gaps were based. Second, our dimensional measures of acculturation gaps were based on difference scores and generalized distance scores, hence their reliability may be limited. Future research should focus on the psychometric and conceptual refinement of the measurement of intergenerational acculturation gaps and discrepancies.
On the other hand, our study has merits that also warrant mention. In this study, we took a novel approach to conceptualizing acculturation gaps by differentiating a variety of dyadic patterns that were theoretically important. This approach also provided the opportunity to look at less typical acculturation mode pairings (i.e., the so-called benign mismatches) and to look at discrepancies in acculturation to both mainstream and heritage cultures separately. This perspective is not unlike the increased sophistication of the bidimensional approach to the measurement of acculturation itself, which afforded a more complete understanding of the acculturation process and associated outcomes. Previous work on intergenerational acculturation gaps may have obfuscated some important distinctions by examining acculturation matches versus mismatches more grossly. Second, we examined the acculturation gap-distress hypothesis in a high-risk sample of youth who are in need of social, educational, and mental health services. It is arguable that policy and practice implications are most important for this population.
Acculturation gaps are commonplace in immigrant minority families. Dissonant acculturation results from more rapid change among adolescents than among parents (Portes & Rumbaut, 1996; Szapocznik & Truss, 1978) . However, this pattern may not inevitably lead to family dysfunction and youth behavioral disorder. In fact, there are reasons to believe that rapid behavioral acculturation in immigrant youth may be associated with gains in functioning. Immigrant children tend to adopt roles of responsibility, often having to act as cultural brokers and translators for their parents, and these ecological demands may actually enhance rather than compromise functioning. This interpretation is consistent with findings that language brokering is associated with positive social and academic outcomes among Latino adolescents (Buriel, Perez, De Ment, Chavez, & Moran, 1998) . Fuligni et al. (Fuligni, 1998 have described how minority youth are able to artfully balance their cultural obligations to their immigrant families with the demands of being an adolescent in U.S. society with few psychological costs and notable benefits to emotional and academic functioning.
Our results notwithstanding, we hesitate to conclude that intergenerational acculturation gaps are never problematic in Mexican American families. Indeed, differing levels and styles of acculturation contextualize the conflict and distress in many minority families seen in clinical populations (e.g., Szapocznik et al., 1989) . Future research should investigate the circumstances under which acculturation gaps lead to problematic parent-child relations and youth psychopathology. Such research would have major implications for prevention and treatment.
